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Resolution 2026-5, To Amend Canon XVIII of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida,

Offered by the Committee on Constitution and Canons, voting on the 21st day of July, 2026.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the 58th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Southwest Florida meeting at Punta Gorda on the 10th day of October, 2026, that Canon XVIII of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida be amended as follows:

CANON XVIII
Episcopal Election Committee
Section 1. Whenever the Bishop Diocesan requests the election of a successor Bishop Diocesan, Bishop Coadjutor or a Bishop Suffragan and the Convention assents, an Episcopal Election Committee shall be formed under the authority of the Convention. 
Section 2. The Committee membership shall be selected as follows:
a. Each region shall meet in convocation to elect two (2) clergy Members of Convention who are presbyters, and two (2) electors of a Congregation located in that region. In addition, one (1) alternate for each position shall be elected; the alternates shall hold the same qualifications as the elected members. Should an alternate die or resign prior to beginning service on the Episcopal Election Committee, the region shall meet in convocation to elect a replacement with the same qualifications. 
b. The Bishop shall appoint six (6) additional people, who must be clergy Members of Convention, either presbyters or deacons, or electors of a Congregation.  The Bishop shall also appoint at the same time a first, second and a third alternate, any of whom may hold any of the permissible qualifications.
**********************[No change to Sections 3 or 4.]**********************
Section 5.
a. A member of the Committee must resign immediately in the following situations:
1. upon permitting his or her name to be submitted for consideration as a candidate for Bishop in this Diocese, whether by nomination or petition;
2. upon the member’s spouse, parent or child permitting his or her name to be submitted for consideration as a candidate for Bishop in this Diocese, whether by nomination or petition.
b. If a member of the Committee dies, or resigns for any reason, the alternate for that person’s position shall immediately begin service. Alternates appointed by the Bishop shall serve in the order of their appointment. If an alternate from one of the regions begins service on the Committee and then dies or resigns, no additional alternate for that position is provided for in these Canons.

Committee Explanation: 

These amendments will clarify that the Bishop Diocesan may request the election of a successor Bishop Diocesan in addition to requesting the election of a Bishop Coadjutor or a Bishop Suffragan, and ensure that the Episcopal Election Committee reflects regional representation and processes. The regional structure contemplates the appointment of two (2) appointees in each region, resulting in six (6) appointees.

Resolutions Committee Review: 

The Resolutions Committee has reviewed the proposed Resolution. The Committee confirms this Resolution has been validly submitted to Convention and reports it to the floor with a recommendation of passage for reasons set forth in the above explanation.
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