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Resolution 2026-1, To Amend Canons II, V, XI, and XVI of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida,

Offered by the Committee on Constitution and Canons, voting on the 21st day of July, 2026.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the 58th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Southwest Florida meeting at Punta Gorda on the 10th day of October, 2026, that Canons II, V, XI, and XVI of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida be amended as follows:

CANON II
Proceedings of the Convention 
Section 4. Convention Committees 
b. A Nominating Committee that is charged with developing a slate of candidates for the various elections that may be held at a meeting of the Convention. The Committee shall be charged with nominating candidates representative of the Diocese. The Committee shall consist of six (6) persons, two (2) from each region, plus the chair, who shall be a clergy Member of Convention or an elector and who shall be named by Diocesan Council.
 1. No later than five (5) months prior to the scheduled date of the annual meeting of the Convention, the Committee shall circulate a request to all Congregations and regions for names of persons to be nominated to positions to be filled by Convention. 

CANON V
Diocesan Council
Section 3. The Council shall be composed of the following:
a. The Bishop; 
b. Any Bishop Coadjutor, any Bishop Suffragan, the President of the Standing Committee, and the Chancellor of the Diocese, ex officio;
c. One (1) presbyter and two (2) electors, each elected by the Convention for a two (2) year term. The terms shall be staggered so that the presbyter and laypersons are elected on alternate years at the annual meeting of the Convention; and
d. 1. Two (2) presbyters and two (2) electors from each region of the Diocese, who shall be elected at a regional convocation for two (2) year terms and confirmed by the Convention. The terms shall be staggered so that the region elects one (1) presbyter and one (1) layperson each year.
 2. If a new region is established, a regional convocation shall be held within one (1) month to elect four (4) members to the Council. The initial terms of one (1) presbyter and one (1) layperson shall expire at the next annual meeting of the Convention, and the terms of the other presbyter and layperson shall expire at the subsequent annual meeting of the Convention thereafter. 

CANON XI
Diocesan Regions
Section 1. The Diocese shall be divided into regions, the number and boundaries of which shall be determined by the Bishop with the advice of Diocesan Council. There shall be two (2) Convenors for each region, one (1) clergy member and one (1) layperson, appointed by the Bishop for a maximum term of three (3) years. The regional convocation shall be composed of:
 a. all clergy Members of Convention who are located in the region. Clergy who reside in one region but serve a Congregation in another region are members of the region in which the Congregation is located; and
 b. the lay Members of Convention from each Congregation located in the region.
Section 2. Each regional convocation shall meet at least thirty (30) days, and not more than one hundred twenty (120) days, prior to the scheduled date of the annual meeting of the Convention, and may also meet any other time at the call of a Convenor or of the Bishop. 
Section 3. The purpose of each region shall be to afford opportunity for the clergy and laity to come together for conferences, to initiate works and activities at the regional and Congregational levels, to promote the work and Mission of the Church, to identify nominees for the various diocesan offices and positions, to consider resolutions and other matters coming before a meeting of the Convention, to elect persons to serve on Diocesan Council in accordance with Canon V, Section 3.d., to elect persons to serve on an episcopal elections committee in accordance with Canon XXI, Section 2., and to carry out the work of the Diocese within the region.

CANON XVI
Resolutions
Section 1. A resolution shall be considered at a meeting of the Convention on the agenda as determined by the Bishop, provided the proposed resolution is:
a. sponsored by a Member of Convention, or a regional convocation, or a committee, commission or council established under the authority of these Canons; 

Committee Explanation: 

These amendments implement the transition from deaneries to a proposed structure of three (3) regions by updating all relevant sections of the Constitution and Canons to reflect the new regional structure established in Canon XI.

Specific amendments made:

Replace references to deaneries, deans, and deanery-based elections with parallel regional structures including regional Convenors and regional convocations. The regional structure provides for the appointment of two (2) Convenors in each region, resulting in six (6) Convenors.

Revise Canons II, V, and XVI to ensure that the Nominating Committee, Diocesan Council, and resolution sponsorship all reflect regional representation and processes.

Resolutions Committee Review: 

The Resolutions Committee has reviewed the proposed Resolution. The Committee confirms this Resolution has been validly submitted to Convention and reports it to the floor with a recommendation of passage for reasons set forth in the above explanation.
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