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Resolution 2026-3, To Amend Canon I of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida,

Offered by the Committee on Constitution and Canons, voting on the 21st day of July, 2026.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the 58th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Southwest Florida meeting at Punta Gorda on the 10th day of October, 2026, that Canon I of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida be amended as follows:

CANON I
Members of Diocesan Convention
Section 2. shall be amended by the addition of subsection e., as follows:
e. Youth Delegates.  There shall be three (3) youth delegates from each region of the Diocese, aged 16 to 18 years at the time of the Diocesan Convention, to be selected by the Convenors of each region in advance of that region’s convocation immediately prior to the Diocesan convention. 

(1) The method for selection of youth delegates shall be as follows:  No later than 120 days in advance of the said convocation, the Regional Convenors shall solicit candidates from all Clergy in Charge of Congregations in the region, or where there is no clergy in charge, a Warden, by email or comparable means, in a message including the following points:
a. There will be three (3) delegates and two (2) alternate delegates, aged 16 to 18 years old, to represent the region at Diocesan Convention. 
b. Nominees’ names must be provided to the Regional Convenors no later than 30 days before convocation, and will not be considered if submitted later than 15 days before the convocation, which is the deadline for decision. 
(2) The Regional Convenors shall select three (3) delegates and two (2) alternates, who shall attend the convocation, to be announced and introduced at that time.

Committee Explanation: 
Resolution 2025-4 was passed at the 57th Annual Diocesan Convention to provide for the creation of an official youth presence with seat, voice, and vote, in time for the 59th Annual Convention in 2027. The resolution prescribed two youth representatives from each deanery - modified here to each region, in anticipation of the proposed change from deaneries to regions.

Resolutions Committee Review: 
The Resolutions Committee has reviewed the proposed Resolution. The Committee confirm this Resolution has been validly submitted to Convention and reports it to the floor with a recommendation of passage for reasons set forth in the above explanation.
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