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Resolution 2026-4, To Amend Canon II of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida,

Offered by the Committee on Constitution and Canons, voting on the 21st day of July, 2026.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the 58th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Southwest Florida meeting at Punta Gorda on the 10th day of October, 2026, that Canon II of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida be amended as follows:

CANON II
Proceedings of the Convention
Section 2. Voting
d. 
1. The vote required to elect a person to any office or position, except for deputies and alternates to General Convention as outlined in paragraph 5 below, shall be by the highest number of votes cast for each office, provided that a candidate receives at least a majority of the votes cast. 
2. When a particular office has more than one position to be filled by election, those candidates receiving the highest number of votes in excess of fifty percent (50%) of the votes cast shall be deemed elected. Unless otherwise specified in the nomination, if the lengths of the terms of service for the vacant positions are not the same, the person with the highest number of votes over fifty percent (50%) shall be elected to the position with the longest term, the person with the next highest number of votes over fifty percent (50%) shall be elected to the position with the next longest term, and so on until all of the positions are filled. Once a position is filled by election, the number of votes on subsequent ballots for remaining positions shall not affect the results of the previous ballots.
3. If after the second ballot or subsequent ballots there remains one or more open positions for a particular office because the candidates have not received at least a majority of the votes cast, the positions still vacant may be filled by a plurality vote when authorized prior to the next round of balloting by two-thirds (2/3) of the Members of the Convention present and voting.
4. The Convention may conduct other business while the votes for election to offices or positions are being counted; however, balloting may interrupt any other business until all offices or positions are filled. Voting shall continue until all of the offices and positions for which there are nominees are filled.
5. The vote required to elect deputies and alternates to General Convention shall be by plurality. The four (4) candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected as deputies to General Convention, and the next two (2) candidates receiving the fifth and sixth highest number of votes shall be alternates to General Convention.
6. This Canon shall not apply to the election of a bishop.

Committee Explanation: 

This change is to the election of deputies and alternates to General Convention only. Because of the number of positions to be filled, the voting process has needed to be streamlined, while still ensuring that those receiving the highest number of votes are elected.

Resolutions Committee Review: 

The Resolutions Committee has reviewed the proposed Resolution. The Committee confirms this Resolution has been validly submitted to Convention and reports it to the floor with a recommendation of passage for reasons set forth in the above explanation.
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